About the ELD
Program Specialist

Mrs. Mary Rebecca Keller

| earned my Bachelor's degree from Elon
College in 1997. While attending Elon, |
majored in Elementary Education with a
minor in Spanish. Following graduation,
| decided to further my education and
earned my Spanish teaching certification
through Albright College. | then
obtained my Masters Degree in Teaching
a Second Language through Bennington
College, Vermont, and shortly thereafter
completed the necessary requirements
for ELD certification.

| am excited to have the opportunity to
work with your child this year! If you
ever have any questions or would like to
talk to me for any reason, please do not
hesitate to contact me!

WASD Contact Information:

Wyomissing Area School District

630 Evans Avenue
Wyomissing, PA 19610
Phone:610-374-0739

Wyomissing Junior/Senior High School

Dr. Corey Jones, Principal
630 Evan Avenue
Wyomissing, PA 19610
Phone: 610-374-0739

ELD Teacher:
Mary Rebecca Keller
Phone: 610-374-0739 x2211
mkeller@wyoarea.org
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Services Available to
ELD Students:

e Access to all district academic programs
(college prep, tech prep, career and
technology center, advanced
placement/honors courses, gifted
programs, etc.)

e Planned ELD instruction includes
speaking, listening, reading, writing, and
culture of the United States.

e Adaptations/modifications of content,
instruction, and/or assessment
accommodations, as needed

e Instructional support services (RTII)

e Learning support services (Special
Education)

¢ Reading support

e Counseling services (guidance counselors,
school psychologists)

e Health Services (school nurse, physical
exams, dental exams)

e Homework Club / Study Club (as available,
before or after school)

e Participation in extra-curricular activities
(ex. — academic teams, music
organizations, clubs, sports, etc.)

WYOMISSING

Important Information about the
ELD program:

Who is eligible for the English as a Second Language
(ELD) program?

The ELD program is designed for English Learners,
students whose main language is not English, or who
have learned another language at home. The goal is to
help students to become proficient in reading, writing,
listening, and speaking English. It also helps students to
meet academic standards in other content areas.

How are children placed in the ELD program?

All students in the district must have a completed Home
Language Survey and Language Use Survey in their
cumulative folder. When these forms indicate that a
student’s primary home language is something other
than English, then the student’s English language
proficiency will be assessed. A student will then be
placed in the ELD program based on the results of the
standardized test and their academic record.

How many children are in an ELD class?

In most cases, the maximum number of children in an
ELD class will be six to eight. Some classes may have as
few as two students.

How much time will my child spend in the ELD program?
The amount of time students are scheduled for the
program depends on their learning needs. Students
beginning to learn English spend more time with the ELD
teacher. As they become more proficient in English, the
amount of time is reduced. ELD teachers meet with
students in small groups or individually. At the
elementary level, students leave their regularly
scheduled classroom for this instruction. At the high
school level, students have one or more ELD classes
within their daily schedule.

Are parents involved in the program?

The ELD teacher will meet with the parents of
ELD students during parent-teacher conferences.
Parents may also contact the ELD teacher if they
have any questions or concerns that they would
like addressed.

What will my child be taught?

The ELD program is divided into four major
areas: speaking, listening, reading, and writing.
Our ELD curriculum, National Geographic Inside
(7/8) and Edge (9-12), will engage students in
language focused activities to enhance their
vocabulary and academic skills in English.

Who teaches children in the ELD program in
WASD?

A certified ELD Program Specialist works closely
with the students in the ELD program. ELD
students may also be placed in regular education
classes which are taught by certified teachers.

Will the ELD teacher speak my child’s primary
language?

There could be several different languages
represented in the ELD program in WASD. For
this reason, it would be impossible to find a
teacher who spoke all the languages.

How long will my child attend ELD classes?

Children remain in the ELD program until they
have reached proficient levels in the four
language skills. A standardized proficiency test
is given each year to assess our ELD students’
proficiency levels.

Teacher input, in addition to a student’s
proficiency scores, determine if a child is ready
for reclassification. After reclassification from
the ELD program, the ELD teacher monitors

iroiress for two iears.



